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Enjoy Learning – Learning for Life! 
Everyone who works with children should do what is in the best interests of each child. 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child - Article 3. 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Happy New Year to you all and welcome 
back after the Christmas break. I hope that 
you and your families had a wonderful 
Christmas. On behalf of all the staff I would 
like to thank you all for your kind wishes and 
gifts at the end of term we do very much 
appreciate them.  
 
What a wild start to the beginning of term! 
Thank you for all your help in getting the 
children safety inside during these last few 
days. Our systems worked well and all 
children were able to come into the school 
building quickly and safely. We will use the 
same methods of communication in any 
event where we need to contact you quickly, 
most usually weather – snow or high winds. 
We will text and then place further 
information on the Facebook page, on the 
new website and on Tapestry for our 
Foundation Stage parents.  
 
With the newsletter I have sent out the 
letters from class teachers detailing the 
terms plans both for curriculum and 
organisation. I hope that you find these 
useful. I have also sent out all the Spring 
Term dates that we have in the diary and the 
Menu of Events detailing the sharing 
sessions and the book looks that will be 
going on this term. We have made a slight 
change in the way in which in carry out our 
book looks this term. Having consulted with 
parents and staff I have decided to trial 
holding the book looks from 3-3.30pm. This 
enables the class teacher to be available to 
talk at this time. This won’t replace 
consultations and if you have anything 
sensitive to discuss I would ask you to make 
an appointment or email the class teacher in 
the usual way, however, this will give 
teachers and parents an opportunity to 
discuss such things as homework or queries 
about learning or the curriculum in general in 
a more informal way.  
 
I have also attached a letter re security of 
the school which I would ask you to read to 

ensure you are aware of the new 
procedures from Monday. Thank you.  
 
It is going to be a very busy term, one which 
we as a school are very much looking 
forward to. In March we look forward to the 
formal opening of the new building and the 
Nursery and there will be lots of celebrations 
around this. The playground equipment has 
been installed and the children are eagerly 
awaiting its first use! The stage really 
appears to have captured their imaginations 
– I have heard plans for all sorts of 
“productions!”  I am really hoping that they 
can make good the surface under those new 
benches and then I can open that area up. 
The climbing wall may take a little longer as 
the safety floor needs to go down before we 
can use it. However, I don’t envisage it will 
be too long before we can enjoy our lovely 
new facilities.  
 
We have had a wonderful few days back – 
despite the weather. The children have 
focussed on ‘metacognition’ - learning about 
learning and have been able to reflect on 
their learning style and what they need to 
enable them to be better learners. There 
have been a range of new skills being taught 
across the school from pom pom making to 
learning how to use chopsticks, to ukulele 
playing and origami! I hope that you are able 
to join us at 2.30pm in your child’s class to 
share the skills and the learning journey that 
they have been on.   
 
In Jigsaw this half term we are focussing on 
“Dream and Goals” and the social skill next 
week is “to stay motivated even when doing 
something that is challenging.” This fits 
nicely in with our work this term on 
metacognition and learning.  
 
Have a lovely weekend – let’s hope the 
weather improves!  

Katy McMahon   
 


