
 

Dear Parents  

Happy New Year! We hope you all had a wonderful break and if we haven’t managed to thank you 
personally, thank you so much for your gifts, they were lovely. The children have completed a full term 
in which they have already achieved so much during their short time at school. We are sure that you 
are as proud of them as we are.  

As you will be aware, I will be leaving during this half term and Miss Daghorn will be taking over. Your 
children are in very good hands, and will, of course, have Mrs Burden and Miss Dervin to help the 
children with the transition. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support and 
input over the last term and can’t wait to pop back and find out how the children are all getting on.  

We would like to provide you with an overview of the learning that your child will be undertaking 
during the Spring Term. Much of the learning that takes place in the Nursery involves the children in 
practical activities and you can help your child by talking about the things that he or she has done at 
school. 

For a small part of the day, the children will participate in teacher led activities. These activities will be 
differentiated to suit the needs of individual children or small groups. The children will also be given 
lots of opportunities to participate in activities which they initiate themselves.  

As I have previously discussed with you, in the Nursery, the children follow a programme of learning 
following the aims and principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage as detailed in the ‘Development 
Matters’ document. Activities are planned ‘in the moment’ to cover the seven curriculum areas based 
on the children’s individual next steps. We use the children’s interests to plan in the moment and 
sometimes extend them if they are interests of a number of pupils to have more of a theme. By 
planning from their interests, we hope to receive maximum engagement in what we are teaching 
them!  

Alongside children’s individual next steps, we will be looking at the following things in each area as 
‘class focuses’ 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development Communication & Language 
We will be learning to… 
Play in a group, extending and elaborating play 
ideas, e.g. building up a role-play activity with 
other children. 
Welcome and value praise for what we have 
done. 
Enjoy responsibility of carrying out 
small tasks. 
Adapt behaviour to different events, 
social situations and changes in routine 

We will be learning to… 
Join in with repeated refrains and anticipate key 
events and phrases in rhymes and stories. 
Follow directions (if not intently focused on own 
choice of activity). 
Understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions. 
Use talk to connect ideas, explain what is 
happening and anticipate what might happen 
next, recall and relive past experiences. 
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Physical Development Literacy 
We will be learning to… 
Jump off an object and land appropriately. 
Move freely and with pleasure and confidence in 
a range of ways, such as slithering, shuffling, 
rolling, crawling, walking, running, jumping, 
skipping, sliding and hopping. 
Use one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. 
makes snips in paper with child scissors. 
Observe the effects of activity on our bodies. 
Eat a healthy range of food and  understand 
need for variety. 

We will be learning to… 
Be aware of the way stories are structured. 
Suggest how a story might end. 
Describe main story settings, events and principal 
characters. 
Recognise familiar words and signs such as own 
name and advertising logos. 
Give meaning to marks when drawing or painting 

   
Mathematics Understanding of the World 

We will be learning to… 
Represent numbers using fingers, marks on 
paper or pictures. 
Match numeral and quantity correctly. 
Show an interest in number problems. 
Recognise numerals 0-5, then 6-10 and 
beyond. 
Show an interest in shapes in the 
Environment. 

We will be learning to… 
Show interest in the lives of people who are 
familiar to us. 
Remember and talk about significant events in 
own experience. 
Show an interest in different occupations and 
ways of life. 
Know that information can be retrieved from 
computers.  
 

Expressive Arts and Design 
We will be learning to… 
Explore and learn how sounds can be changed. 
Explore colour and how colours can be changed. 
Be interested in and describe the texture of things. 
Engage in imaginative role-play based on own first hand experiences. 
 

Reminders 

• Please ensure that all items of clothing are named (including coats and water bottles...). 

• All children can enter school from 8.30 am to carry out their morning tasks. All children must be 
ready to begin their learning at 8.45 am. 

• Notifications of your child’s learning will continue to be sent via ‘Tapestry’. We welcome any 
comments you wish to add and share with us in regards to your child’s learning at home. 

• There will also be an afternoon/ evening REAL Maths and English event in the hall on Wednesday 
9th January 2.45 pm/6.00 pm. 

• If you have spare time and would like to help out in school, we would be very grateful for helpers, not 
only in Nursery, but in other classes too!  We especially require helpers for our swimming sessions in 
Reception on Fridays. 

Please feel free to pop in and see us should you have any queries so that we can arrange a mutually 
convenient time to meet, or email c.churcher@trinity.sch.je. Thank you for your continued 
cooperation and support. 

Kind regards 

Mrs Claire Churcher & Mrs Burden and Miss Dervin 
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